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P.O. Box 482
Olathe, Kansas 66051
913.764.2325
Visit us online:

www.olathecoc.com

facebook.com/parkstreetcoc
YouTube
@0OlatheChurchofChrist

Worship Schedule

Sunday
Bible Study ................ 9:30 AM

Morning Worship ..... 10:30 AM
Evening Worship ....... 6:00 PM

Wednesday
Bible Study ................ 7:00 PM

Preacher: Zac Hall
E-mail: olathecoc@gmail.com
Phone: 913.764.2325

Are You a Christian?

Do you know what you must

do to be saved?
Hear — Romans 10:17
Believe — John 8:24
Repent —Acts 17:30
Confess — Romans 10:9-10
Be Baptized — 1 Peter 3:21
Live Faithfully —
Revelation 2:10

Got a Bible Question?

Be sure to submit it in the blue
box on the table in the foyer! You
can also text, email, or message
the Facebook page. Questions
will be answered the last Sunday
evening of each month.

The Park Street Informen

ILL
Those Fighting Cancer: Barbra Hook, Bill Wright, and Drew Shinn

Prayer List
Mike Katosh, James Jones, Tom Thrasher, Robert Hook, Janet Lake,
Sandra and George Rowell and Tina Thomas

Shut-Ins
Ted Thrasher, Debbie McGuire.

Upcoming Events

Ladies Bible Marking Class November 5" following morning worship.
Gospel Meeting at Chipman Road Nov. 51 — 8" with Toney Smith
Youth Rally November 11™ at 9:30am

e Thereisasign-up sheet for food on the back table for the youth rally.
e There are flyers on the back table.

Men Business Meeting November 12 following morning worship.
Game Night November 24™ at 6pm

Questions and Answers 26"

Singing 29"

Passage to Ponder: Matthew 6:33

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you.

Sunday Sermons

AM. Guest Speaker: Russ Earl
PM. Guest Speaker: David Long

ARE CHRISTIANS HAPPY

By Dan Goddard

Happiness is a lifestyle. It can not be purchased or earned, nor does
it exist in a place to which one may travel. Happiness is a perspective—we
may be happy or sad in every aspect of life.

Joseph was sold, by his brothers, into slavery and eventually
purchased by Potiphar. Joseph was put in charge of his master’s house and
suffered sexual harassment from Potiphar’s wife. When Joseph would not
consent to her advancements, he was framed and subsequently thrown into
prison. Having been put in charge of all the prisoners, Joseph came upon the
butler and baker and asked: “Why do you look so sad today?” (Genesis 40:7).

Although this story may sound like a present-day soap opera, we learn
that Joseph was the type of person to make the best of every situation. One
may conclude that Joseph had sufficiently dealt with his imprisonment to live
happily. This is demonstrated by his concern and care for the butler and baker
to inquire into their sadness.

Continue on back side 2
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George Thomas
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George Thomas
Opening Prayer
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Steve Phillips
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Opening Prayer
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George Thomas

Why do you suppose Joseph could maintain his dignity in prison? Why was he of
the state of mind to care for the emotional wellness of others while he was apparently
oppressed? Why did he have a perspective on life of relative happiness at least to recognize
that the butler and baker were sad? Let me suggest that the answer is revealed in Joseph’s
gracious and forgiving attitude toward his brothers. After the death of Jacob, Joseph’s
brothers were afraid that he would hate them and repay them for the evil they had done to
him. So they went to Joseph and begged for mercy. Joseph’s response was: ““Do not be
afraid, for am | in the place of God? But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God
meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.”
(Genesis 50:19-20).

Joseph was able to put away the sadness brought by evil because he realized the
greater good from God working in his life. So it is with us today. We are happy when we
trust in God and see His hand working in our lives to turn every situation into something
good. In Romans 8:28, 37-39 Paul says: “And we know that all things work together for
good to those who love God... Yet in all these things we are more than conguerors through
Him who loved us.For | am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels
nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth,
nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

What is the Christian’s key to happiness? Love the Lord, know that He will work
all things together for good, and trust God that we will conquer the trials of life. Paul
exemplifies this same confidence in the Lord when writing from prison saying, “I can do all
things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).

Often times, the only thing keeping us from being happy is ourselves. But, if our
confidence rests in God rather than self, we will be happy having received the “Peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding” (Philippians 4:7)

Makarios is usually translated “blessed,” but sometimes it is translated “happy!” It
is translated “blessed” to identify the fact that Christians are happy because of God. Herein
lays the difference between a Christian’s happiness and the happiness of unbelievers.

Secularly, happiness is defined as being favored via luck or good fortune. But
Christians are happy when we are favored by God as opposed to luck or good fortune. As
was the case with Mary, she considered herself to be blessed (happy) having been appointed
to bare the Son of God (Luke 1:42-47). But through the eyes of unbelievers, she was far
from blessed. Mary bore a child out of wedlock. Unbelievers would consider her a
fornicator or adulterous. Even Joseph, to whom she was betrothed, considered her to be a
woman of sin before learning the truth. From this example, we see that happiness (the state
of blessedness) is a perspective—one may either consider himself to be blessed (happy)
because of God or unhappy because of worldly misfortune.

In the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12), note what kinds of people are happy (blessed)—those who are: poor in spirit,

mourners, meek, hungry and thirsty, merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers, persecuted, reviled, and falsely accused of
evil. Why do you suppose they are happy? To the world, these people do not have any reason to be happy. They should
be sad and depressed.

Now notice the reason for their happiness—because: theirs is the kingdom of heaven, they shalt be comforted, they
shall inherit the earth, they shall be filled, they shall obtain mercy, they shall see God, they shall be called sons of God,
theirs is the kingdom of heaven, and they have a great reward in heaven. These people are not happy because of what they
have, but because of what they will have in the future. Their happiness rests in the sure promises of God to reward His
children. True, some of God’s blessings are received on earth, but the greatest are received in heaven.

As part of God’s eternal plan, we walk by faith and not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7; Galatians 3:24-25). And
because we walk by faith, we will not see all of God’s blessings or else our walk would be by sight. Perhaps this is one of
the Christian’s greatest challenges—to walk by faith and live happily in the Lord.

Let me close by reminding you of these three blessings. “‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on...
that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them” (Revelation 14:13). “Blessed and holy is he who has part
in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall
reign with Him a thousand years.” (Revelation 20:6). “ Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have
the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. ” (Revelation 22:14).



